Nomination:                                   

        I nominate Ms. Rhonda Brown as Landscape Architect of the Year due to her interest and dedication to her work, to her desire to produce the best product she can and to her continuing effort to improve herself. I have been Ms. Brown’s supervisor for the last two years and it has been a pleasure to work with her. She accepts her assignments and immediately begins the thought process on how to accomplish the mission. She has just recently passed the required testing to become a Licensed Landscape Architect in Texas. 

        Ms. Brown joined the Corps of Engineers in 1994 as a GS-12. She has had many assignments in the last eight years including the Wallisville Lake Project, Sims Bayou Project, Greens Bayou Project, and the Clear Creek Project. She has developed plans and specifications that are user friendly, yet are inexpensive for the local sponsor to operate and maintain.

        At the Wallisville Lake Project, Ms. Brown developed Cedar Hill Park. The park is a low cost operation and maintenance facility that was turned over to the local sponsor, Chambers County, in early 2001. The park is used for bird watching, canoeing, fishing, picnicking, and limited camping. Since its opening, the park has enjoyed use by locals, bird watchers following the bird watching trails through East Texas, and the canoers trying to locate a new area to enjoy their water sport. The good fishing has also gathered locals and day users to this remote area.  

       At the Sims Bayou Project, Ms. Brown has been responsible for saving much of the existing vegetation along the bayou, which wanders through the south east and west side of Houston, Texas. She is also in the process of developing 19 miles of hike and bike trails, working on a bioengineering site to develop various ideas to be used along the bayou in the future, and is starting the recreation plan for the entire project.

      At Clear Creek Project and the Greens Bayou Project, Ms. Brown is working with the local sponsor to develop the environmental parts of the plans and specifications to get the flood control work started. The Clear Creek Project is of special importance since the local sponsor, at the public’s request and after the first construction contract was complete, has asked that the entire project be reviewed so that more environmentally sensitive methods be considered and used for constructing the flood control project. The Greens Bayou Project is just unfolding and Ms. Brown has a vital part in the study phase encouraging environmental friendly structures.

       Due to her work, Ms. Brown has received an outstanding performance rating since she began work with the Corps Of Engineers. In the last three years she has received one quality increases and two cash performance awards. Since February 2001, Ms. Brown has received four “On the Spot Awards” amounting to $850.

