Biographical Sketch :Rhonda Brown

Education

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture – Texas A&M University, 1990.

Attended: Texas A&M Campus in Italy, 1989 and American College of Switzerland, 1987

Registered Landscape Architect, State of Texas #2074

American Society of Landscape Architects, active member since 1995 – National Conventions ’95-’97,’99.

Job History

1990-91
Upon graduation, began work in a design-build firm (Natural Landscapes, Inc.), gaining field/construction experience in both commercial and residential projects.

1991-94 Began public work in Galveston County as a Park Planner.  Received 

Planner of the Year in 1992 from the Galveston County Beach Park 

Board.  Was nationally selected to attend meeting in Washington, D.C., on 

Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) to assist with discussions on 

outdoor accessibility issues. 

1994-present
Began work for the Army Corps of Engineers, Galveston District.

Galveston District

     Since being in the Galveston District, Rhonda has formed a strong alliance with local sponsors, environmental resource agencies and citizen groups.  She works directly with these individuals to address their concerns on environmental issues and to ensure that environmental features are incorporated into District projects whenever possible.  She provides expert advice and technical assistance on numerous issues including habitat creation, environmental features on flood control projects, environmental restoration, vegetation establishment, and erosion control.  Rhonda has personally developed specific research projects to observe success rates of native plant materials in bioengineering methods on projects.

     She does not have supervisory duties and is currently working on portions of 16 civil works projects in the Galveston District.  Four of these projects are in Planning study phases and the remaining projects are in design and construction phases.  Rhonda regularly writes portions of Planning documents and produces plans, using MicroStation, and specifications.  Ms. Brown strives for knowledge and experience in all areas of civil works and has participated in cross training in District field offices.  She participates in Emergency Operations as necessary during disasters, including the 1994 Texas Floods, 1998 Hurricane Georges, 1998 Tropical Storm Francis, and 2001 Tropical Storm Allison.  She has taken the LEAD course and regularly seeks leadership opportunities.  She was recently awarded for her leadership role on the Sims Bayou Task Force.  Ms. Brown also pursues her own personal development through courses taken at local colleges.  

     Ms. Brown continuously researches and proposes alternatives to traditional hard structures through using natural materials.  She emphatically enforces erosion control procedures through NPDES permitting and field monitoring.  She is a strong advocate for Green Building Technology, Sustainable Design and Development, and the USACE Environmental Operating Principles.  

     In order to obtain citizen buy-in and bring student participation to Galveston District projects, Rhonda personally designs and implements volunteer projects within appropriate District projects.  She fervently believes in volunteerism and is active in many volunteer associations and seasonal activities.  Ms. Brown frequently makes presentations to schools and has participated in judging school science fair projects.  She has also participated in numerous Discover E Programs in local schools.  Her most recent achievement will be bike riding 180 miles from Houston to Austin, Texas on April 20-21, to raise money for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.   

Volunteer Duties

Galveston Bay Foundation - wetland planting; Habitat For Humanity – house building;

Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network – marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation; Earth Day Events;

Westlawn Elementary School CARE Club (Children Actively Responsible for the Environment) - Personally designed and led volunteers and children during construction of a schoolyard habitat including a pond with a bridge and Native Tree Nature Trail and arboretum; Community Church – Buildings and Grounds Facilitator; Combined Federal Campaign; National Arbor Day Foundation

